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ROPE S END, THE ORIGINAL SHORT STORY: (REX BEACH
MASTERPIECE COLLECTION) WESTERN (PAPERBACK)

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A classic Cowboy Old Western Short Story; Rope s End, by Rex Beach. A
round moon flooded the thickets with gold and inky shadows. The night was hot, poisonous with the scent of
blossoms and of rotting tropic vegetation. It was that breathless, overpowering period between the seasons
when the trades were fitful, before the rains had come. From the Caribbean rose the whisper of a dying surf,
slower and fainter than the respirations of a sick man; in the north the bearded, wrinkled Haytian hills liFed
their scowling faces. They were trackless, mysterious, darker even than the history of the island. Beneath a
thatched roof set upon four posts was a table, spread with food, and on it a candle burned steadily. No wind
came out of the hot darkness; the flame rose straight and unwavering. Under a similar thatched shed, a short
distance away, a group of soldiers were busy around a smoldering cook-fire. There were other huts inside the
jungle clearing, through the dilapidated walls of which issued rays of light and men s voices. Petithomme
Laguerre, colonel of tirailleurs, in the army of the Republic, wiped the fat of a roasted pig from his lips with the
back of his hand. Using his thumb-nail as a knife-blade, he loosened a splinter from the edge of the rickety
wooden table, fashioned it into a toothpick, then laid himself back in a grass hammock. He had expected to find
rum in the house of Julien Rameau, but either there had been none or his brave soldiers had happened upon it;
at any rate, supper had been a dry meal--only one of several disappointments of the day....
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