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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Investigation of the Scientific and Economic
Relations of the Sorghum Sugar Industry The sorghum question referred by the Commissioner of Agriculture to
the National Academy of Sciences for investigation and report, means undoubtedly, in the sense in which it now
chiefly interests cultivators, the sugar-producing value of the sorghum. The questions relating to the value of
sorghum for food for men or animals, of its use as forage, or for the manufacture of spirits, glucose, beer, and
vinegar, c., are all subordinate to the sugar-producing value of the plant. For more than a quarter of a century
sirup has been made from sorghum, over a wide range of country in the United States, both north and south,
and for a time it was confidently believed that sorghum culture would assume great importance as a source of
cane-sugar. Many efforts were made to establish this industry in various places as a part of the domestic work
of the farm. These attempts were rarely other than disappointments. Occasionally, here and there, good crude
sugar was made, and it was frequently observed that the sirup, when permitted to stand for a length of time,
deposited crystals of cane sugar. But, on the whole, the attempts to manufacture sugar from sorghum, on a
scale of commercial importance, were a failure up to the time when the Department of Agriculture took in
hand, in its chemical division, the solution of the sugar problem. That the sorghum was, under certain
conditions imperfectly understood, capable of producing cane-sugar, admitted of no doubt, but what the
conditions of success were was not known. How confused, contradictory, and ill-digested the state of our
knowledge...
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